LANGUAGE/WRITING
GED Preparation 1 (Level 5)
Student Syllabus
Course Description:

This course is designed to help students enhance their language and writing skills and prepare students to take the Official GED Language Arts, Writing Tests, Parts 1 & 2. Students will learn to become proficient writers with hands-on, effective writing strategies and will be able to write a variety of texts that include more complex sentence structures and multiple paragraphs easily and with few errors for a wide variety of purposes (such as different kinds of expressive, persuasive and informative purposes). They will also be able to independently accomplish structured and fairly complex writing in a variety of familiar and some novel settings.

Textbooks/Curriculum:
Core Curriculum Textbooks
· Language Builder – Advanced - McGraw Hill/Contemporary,

· Complete GED Preparation Text – Steck-Vaughn
Supplemental Materials
· Step Up To Writing Program – Secondary Level - Cambium Learning Co.
· Skills Bank
Instructional Methods:

To enhance student learning, students and faculty will utilize a combination of the following instructional methods that address all learning styles:
· Lecture and small/large group discussion on reading, writing, mathematics and  computer skills

· Small group activities

· Individualized instruction

· Computer instruction

· Peer coaching

· Independent study

Assessment:

Assessment of student progress will be conducted on a regular basis throughout the quarter utilizing:

· TABE Tests
· Submission of writing samples for evaluation 
· Continuous observation of performance, attitude, behavior, cooperation and attendance
· For students working toward earning a GED, assessment should include taking the GED Language Arts, Writing Practice Tests, and/or taking the Official GED Language Arts, Writing Tests, Part 1 & 2

· Students may also choose to take the GHC College Placement Test (CPT) as an assessment of their progress

Student Expectations and Classroom Policies:

To enhance student learning the ABE program has the following expectations of students:

· Attend class daily
· Be on time to class

· Participate in discussions

· Be respectful to other students and the instructor

· The instructor reserves the right to establish and maintain a classroom environment that is conducive to learning.  Disruptive students will be asked to leave.

In addition, to create the best learning environment possible the following classroom policies will be enforced:
· No children in the classroom 

· No food or drink in the classroom

· Cell phones must be turned off during class

Disability Statement:

Any individual who has a documented disability that might interfere with his or her ability to fully participate in a course may be eligible for accommodations.  Students should feel free to talk with instructors or to contact John Rajcich, Coordinator of Disability Support Services, located in Room 119 on the main Aberdeen campus, or at 360-538-4068.  All information regarding disabilities will be kept confidential.

Instructor Information:

