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Standards of Satisfactory Academic Progress

For Financial Aid Recipients
Students who receive financial aid at Grays Harbor College must be making satisfactory academic progress in an eligible degree or certificate program offered by the college.  Federal regulations require us to review your entire Grays Harbor College academic record to determine if you are making satisfactory progress according to the following criteria, including quarters when you did not receive financial aid. The following requirements define satisfactory academic progress for financial aid recipients at Grays Harbor College.

· You must maintain a 2.0 grade point average  (G.P.A.) each quarter.

· You must have earned a total of at least 50% of all previous credits attempted at Grays Harbor College. When you receive aid, you are also required to earn the number of credits upon which your financial aid award is based each quarter.

· You may attempt a total of 25% more credits than are required to complete your degree or certificate program at Grays Harbor College. If you do not complete your program within this maximum, you will have exhausted your eligibility for future financial aid.  Attempted credits include those for which you received letter grades of “A-B-C-D-F”, as well as “P”, “U”, “I”, “V” and “W”.  This also includes any credits from other institutions that apply to your Grays Harbor College program. 

The following chart shows the number of credits you must earn each quarter to maintain satisfactory academic progress:

      If  You Receive Aid for:                     
        You must Earn:                
                
With a G.P.A. of:

                 Full-Time

                                  12 or more credits                                          
2.00

                 3/4  Time


                        9 – 11 credits
                                        
2.00

                 1/2  Time


                         6 – 8 credits


              
2.00

            Less than ½ Time

                         1 – 5 credits

                            
2.00

WARNING STATUS

(You will be eligible to receive financial aid while on Warning status.) 

We will place you on Warning status the first time your quarterly G.P.A. drops below 2.00 OR you do not earn the required number of credits listed above. You must earn at least 50% of the credits for which you were funded or you will be suspended.  We will place you on Warning Status if you earn only:

· 6 – 11 credits after receiving aid for full-time attendance

· 5 – 8 credits after receiving aid for three-quarter time attendance

· 3 – 5 credits after receiving aid for one-half time attendance
PROBATION STATUS

(You will be eligible to receive financial aid while on Probation status.)

We will place you on Probation status the second time your G.P.A. for any quarter drops below 2.00 OR you do not earn the required number of credits listed above.  You must earn at least 50% of the credits for which you were funded or you will be suspended.  We will place you on Probation status if you earn only:

· 6 – 11 credits after receiving aid for full-time attendance

· 5 – 8 credits after receiving aid for three-quarter time attendance                     

· 3 – 5 credits after receiving aid for one-half time attendance

SUSPENSION STATUS –  You can appeal this – see the next section!

(If you are suspended, you will NOT be eligible to receive financial aid. You must pay your own tuition for future quarters.)  Your financial aid will be suspended if:

· You are on Probation and you do not earn the required number of credits, OR your G.P.A. drops below 2.00 

· You do not earn at least 50% of the credits for which you were funded

· You receive aid for less than half-time and do not earn all credits for which you were funded

· You withdraw, or stop attending, and earn no credits – you may also have to repay some or all of the aid you received

· Your cumulative G.P.A. after six quarters is below 2.00

How to Appeal Suspension of Your Financial Aid

Sometimes students cannot maintain satisfactory academic progress due to circumstances beyond their control.  If this happens to you, there is a way to appeal the suspension of your financial aid.  You can do this by filing an appeal form and providing proof of the circumstances beyond your control. The appeal forms are available in the Financial Aid Office.

How to Have Your Financial Aid Eligibility Reinstated

If your financial aid was suspended and you do not have reason to appeal, you may be eligible to have it reinstated at a later time. You must pay for one quarter with your own funding and earn a 2.00 G.P.A. You will not be reimbursed for this quarter when your aid is reinstated. The number of credits you must earn during this quarter depends on your enrollment status when your aid was suspended. If you were a full-time or three-quarter time student, you must earn at least 10 credits; if you were a half-time or less than half-time student, you must earn the number of credits upon which your aid was based when it was suspended. Once you have done this, you should submit an appeal form requesting to have your eligibility reviewed. Reinstated students will remain on Probation status. You will remain on Warning and/or Probation status permanently unless grades are changed at a later time.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

· Repeating classes – if you received credit for a course, but your grade was below a 2.0, you may repeat the course TWICE for an improved grade;

· Only grades of “A-B-C-D” and “Pass” will count as earned credits. Grades of “U”, “F”, “I”, “V”, and “W” will not count toward credits earned, but will be considered credits attempted. V grades in all classes will require you to repay some of the federal or state aid you received. Adult Basic Education (ABE), G.E.D. preparation, personal enrichment courses or high school completion do not apply toward financial aid eligibility.             

· You may receive financial aid to take up to 45 credits of required developmental work if your placement tests indicate that you need courses below 100 level. Once you have reached this limit, you must take college level courses that apply to your degree to be eligible for future aid.

· You must be working toward an eligible degree or certificate program offered by Grays Harbor College to receive financial aid. 

· If you submit your application information late in the academic year, you may receive some types of aid for quarters already completed if you made academic progress during those quarters.

· If you complete your degree or certificate program within the maximum number of credits allowed, you may be eligible for funding to pursue a second degree or certificate program. 

· If your Warning, Probation or Suspension status was due to “I” grades, your status will be adjusted when you provide documentation of your grade changes to the Financial Aid Office. 

· Attempted credits will be reviewed at the beginning of each academic year to determine how many quarters of eligibility remain before you reach the maximum number of credits allowed.  If you reach your maximum number of credits during the year, you will only be funded for that portion of the year. You may submit an appeal for additional credits to complete your program if there were circumstances that prevented you from completing your degree or certificate within the maximum time frame allowed. 
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