Grays Harbor College

Physics 121 – Fall 2007

Daily 12:00 – 12:50 p.m. 

Room 804

TOM KUESTER

Office: 865

Phone: 538-4197

Email: tkuester@ghc.edu

Office Hours: 
8 – 8:30 a.m. daily in room 865, 

1:30 – 2:20 pm MWTh in room 1519 of the library.  






Or by appointment.

I. PREREQUISITE
Math 142 or concurrent enrollment or instructor permission.

II. TEXTBOOK

Physics, 3rd Edition, by James Walker

III.  OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL

You are required to supply your own pencils, notebook paper, note cards, graph paper, a ruler, and a calculator.  There is a particular calculator required.  It is the Texas Instruments TI-30XIIS or TI-30XIIB (S=Solar, B=Battery).  Other scientific calculators may be acceptable (Check with me) but no graphing calculator is allowed on tests, quizzes, or exams.  I’ve required these calculators because they are relatively inexpensive, easy to use, and have all the functions you should ever need.  Also, requiring some calculator uniformity allows me to be more efficient at helping the class with calculator usage.  If you choose to use a different calculator and you need help with it, I will probably require that we address the issue outside of class.  Also, I can’t promise to be able to work the calculator you’ve chosen.  I’ll do what I can, but you might be largely on your own.  

Note: Purchase your calculator as soon as possible, bring it to class every day, and practice using it well before the quiz or test.  

IV.  TECHNIQUE OF INSTRUCTION

Daily lectures with routinely held question and answer sessions discussing daily homework assignments as well as occasional problems worked by the students in class.

V.  ORGANIZATION OF COURSE CONTENT
Sections selected from chapters 1 – 10 will be covered. Chapters 11 and 12 as time allows. 

VI.  ATTENDANCE
Attendance is strongly recommended. You are responsible for all information covered and materials distributed in class.

VII.  METHODS OF EVALUATION
There will be 5 tests and a final exam.  Tests will be held on Oct. 9 & 23, Nov. 6 & 20, and Dec. 6.  Each test will be worth 60 points.  The final exam will be worth 100 points.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  There will also be a 12-point quiz on Oct. 2, 16 & 30, Nov. 14 & 29.  These will be comprised of homework problems and you will be given about 20 minutes at the end of class to complete them.   

The quizzes will total 60 points.  Your lowest 60-point test or your total quiz score will be dropped when figuring your final grade.  There are no makeup exams.  All graded material for the lecture portion of the course will comprise 80% of your course grade.  Your graded material for the lab will comprise 20% of your course grade.   

Your grade for the course will be determined by adding up all the points that you earned on the quizzes, tests, and final exam (after the drop); adding up the total number of points possible (after drop); and plugging each of these values into the following formula. 
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This formula gives the percentage of the possible points that you’ve earned.  You may use this formula at any time during the quarter to calculate your percentage to date.  Your grade will be determined by comparing your percentage to the following table.  
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VIII.  OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Mathematical Literacy

You will be expected to effectively read text material including subject terminology and symbolic notation in the context of learning concepts, studying examples, and understanding practice problems and problems on tests and quizzes.  Furthermore, you will be expected to write, clearly and precisely, the proper steps toward a correct solution to these problems. As with all human endeavor, a correct outcome does not imply proper deliberation.  Therefore, you might not be given full credit for unclear work, incorrect work, or work not shown, even if you have arrived at a correct solution.  You should consider your work shown as a means toward finding a solution, but also as a justification or explanation of why that solution is correct.  Each test, quiz, or exam will include the following instructions.  Follow them!

Show all work and circle your answers. Each problem should be done on this test unless a particular problem states otherwise.  Also, if a problem can be solved algebraically, you must show your algebra clearly and completely (STEP BY STEP) in order to receive credit. 

Critical Thinking

Solving problems in this course will require determining what the problems are asking for and what pertinent information the problems provide, as well as deciding which concepts and/or procedures are most appropriately applied toward their solutions. Since problems on the tests and quizzes will be similar to those worked in class and in the homework, you are encouraged to, while attending lecture and working through the homework, pay close attention to the wording of problems and instructions.  What’s more, you should make note of which wordings require the application of which concepts and/or procedures.  This is best done by coming to understand the wording rather than just memorizing the association (see Literacy above). 

Classroom Behavior

You will be expected to refrain from classroom behavior that might interfere with the learning of other students. Some examples of such behaviors are talking to classmates, sharpening pencils, arriving late to class or leaving early from class (going to the restroom involves both of these), allowing cell or satellite phones to ring, allowing beepers to beep, opening pop cans or loud candy wrappers, and gathering belongings before class is dismissed.  On the other hand, you will be expected to exhibit behavior that would move yourself and/or the class toward a better knowledge and understanding of the material.  Examples of such behavior are paying attention, taking notes, asking pertinent questions of the instructor, answering questions posed by the instructor, and when appropriate (that is, not during lecture) engaging in productive, math related discussions with your classmates.  

Use of Resources 
The main resources for mastering the material of this course before proving such mastery on a test or a quiz are the textbook, a calculator, and the instructor.  You are encouraged to use these resources by reading the text; listening, asking questions, taking notes, and working problems in class; doing the assigned problems outside of class with the aid of a calculator; determining whether your work is correct; attempting to correct your work; asking questions of the instructor, in class and/or out, when these attempts fail; looking back and studying the correct solution; and reworking problems and examples.  You might also wish to ask other students or tutors for help.   Tutors and other resources can be found in room 1519 of the library.  

Intellectual Integrity 

All work that you submit for a grade should be solely the product of your own deliberation. You might be allowed to use both sides of a single 
[image: image2.wmf] note card with notes on it for each of the tests.  You may use one side of an 
[image: image3.wmf] sheet of paper with notes on it for the final exam.  You may also use a writing utensil, a ruler and a calculator as described above.  The use of any other resources on any part of a test or quiz is cheating and is prohibited.  Evidence of cheating will bring all work under suspicion and might, therefore, result in a zero score for that graded assignment or for the entire course. 

IX.  DISABILITY COMPENSATION

Note that any individual who has a documented disability, which might interfere with his or her ability to fully participate in this class, might be eligible for accommodations.  Feel free to contact me after class or contact the Disability Support Services program located in Student Services, room 119.  Any information regarding your disability will be kept confidential.  

NOTE:  The content of this syllabus may be changed at any time according to the instructor's discretion. If changes are made then notice will be given during class.  
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