[image: image1.png]@

G
RA
g
s
1
A(l;{B
E
0
R




[image: image1.png]

New Advisees:

People have a host of reasons for attending college, and I do not want to speculate regarding the factors that influenced your decision.  However, I would like to point out that your decision to go to college was a financially wise one.  This assertion is based on the fact that people with more education make more money!
  
Now that we’ve established that a college education is likely to increase your lifetime earnings, I’ll unload the bad news.  Between 1998 and 2001, 32% of community college students (full-time) failed to return to college for their second year; in that same period, only 45% of community college students who planned to complete a degree or certificate actually did so.
  As you can see, the odds are against you.  

You can take some comfort in the fact that it is my job to help you avoid being included in the 55% of students leaving college without a degree or certificate.  I’ve done some research on the issue and in the process discovered that the decision to leave college prematurely is based on one of four issues: academic performance (GPA), intent to leave (influenced by psychological outcomes), background (high school performance and educational goals), and environment.
  
I’ll use the four categories from the previous paragraph to organize some advice that will help you be successful.
Academic Performance

1. Take classes that you are suited to your interests and abilities.

2. Go to class every day, sit near the front, and study after class.
Intent to Leave
1. Keep a positive attitude, and do not let little setbacks discourage you.

2. Keep things in perspective.

Background

1. Set realistic short-term goals when you register for classes each quarter.
2. Use your short-term goals as stepping stones to your long-term goal of completing a degree.

Environment
1. Negative attitudes foster negative outcomes.  Spend time with positive people.

2. If needed, seek out assistance or support.

I am committed to helping you make the most of your college experience.  If you have questions, need help, or would just like to talk about some of the issues that I’ve mentioned, please let me know.
Good Luck!

Chris Portmann
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