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A year ago, the GHC Foundation Board set a four-year goal 
aimed at raising $1 million or about $250,000 per year. 
Fund-raising efforts continue, with a total of $476,000 in 
the endowment thus far, to secure partial tuition 
scholarships for qualifying World Class Scholars. When 
interest rates dramatically declined at the same time tuition 
rates began increasing, the Foundation Board regretfully 
had to discontinue funding for second-year World Class 
Scholars; hopefully the endowment will mean a renewal of 
that critical second-year funding.   
 
A recent commitment to World Class Scholars is $100,000 
from the Grays Harbor Community Foundation, to be made 

in four annual installments. The WCS endowment has also 
benefited from portions of estates recently gifted to the 
GHC Foundation by the late Margaret Astrom and from the 
late Lyle Laughead. Part of a third estate from the late June 
Maxey will also support World Class Scholars, pending 

board approval at the next meeting. 

Last year’s Get Away fundraiser earned $35,000 to benefit 
the World Class Scholars endowment and the goal for this 
year’s event is $50,000, to celebrate the Foundation’s half-

century mark. 

MISSION 
The Grays Harbor College Foundation seeks to increase 

opportunities for deserving students to realize their    
educational goals by offering scholarship assistance and  

strong support of the academic environment.    

World Class Scholars Fund-Raising Heads to $1 Million 

In Memoriam: Ernie Ingram & Jim Stewart 

“We are excited to announce that the 
4th Get Away celebration is planned 
for Thursday evening, February 23, 
on campus,” announces Eric Potts, 
WCS administrator. Previous Get 
Away winners have traveled to 
Seattle, Las Vegas and San Francisco. 
“We can only guess the exotic 
destination where the 2012 winner will be headed,” he 
adds. Details about the celebration will be mailed after the 
new year and reservations can also be made by contacting 
the GHC Foundation office at 360-538-4243. 

2012 Get Away February 23   
Save the Date! 

Sadly, as the Grays Harbor College Foundation reaches 
the 50-year mark, two founding members of the 
Foundation passed away this Fall. Both were members 
of early-day Harbor pioneer families, successfully 
practiced law and were committed to ensuring that 
education remained attainable for GHC students. 
 

Ernie Ingram, as well-known for 
his roles with the Driftwood 
Players as he was for his 
expertise as an attorney, died 
October 1st at the age of 85.  
His colleague who practiced law 
while also supervising the family 
forest lands outside of 
Montesano, Jim Stewart died on 
November 23rd, at the age of 

96. Signatures of both men were on the charter 
establishing the GHC Foundation in 1962. At the time, 
community fund-raising galas, called the Starlight Balls, 
took place annually with proceeds used to establish 
scholarships for students attending GHC. As the 
scholarship fund grew, the two men, joined by Frank 
Larner, prepared by-laws and articles of incorporation 
to create the GHC Foundation. For several decades, 
the College Foundation generously awarded a 
number of full-tuition scholarships annually to GHC 
students. 
 
In the late 1980s, the founders joined College leaders 
and others in the Harbor community to begin 
developing the Foundation, growing it from the 
traditional 10 scholarships to 275 scholarships worth 
more than $550,000. 

“The GHC Foundation definitely owes our success over 
the years to both Ernie and Jim. They certainly were 
dedicated board members who truly cared about 
helping students go to college,” comments Bette 
Worth, current Foundation president. 
 
Jim Stewart was not only a 
supporter and board member. 
He and his late wife Vera 
created the Stewart Family 
Educational Trust, making a 
substantial gift to the 
Foundation to start a 
scholarship endowment 
earmarked for forestry and 
natural resources students. He 
also was a graduate in one of 
the College’s first classes. He 
often would proudly tell of his experiences as an early-
day “work-study student” who arrived on campus in 
the wee morning hours to stoke the furnaces in 
exchange for his tuition. 
 
While Ernie Ingram did not attend GHC, he was an 
enthusiastic lifelong supporter and encouraged many 
others to enroll. Two of the annual Foundation 
scholarships are now named in their honor. 
 
“Both of these gentlemen played such a key role in the 
growth of the Foundation over the years.  We want to 
honor them in recognition of their outstanding 
leadership with the Foundation and in the community 
as well,” adds Ms. Worth. 

Grays Harbor College Foundation Match:   $20,000 
WA Higher Education Board Grants:    $20,000 
Bishop Foundation Grant:     $85,000 
Margaret Astrom Estate:      $41,666 
Get Away Fundraiser 2011:     $35,000 
Lyle Laughead Estate:    $127,778 
Grays Harbor Community Foundation:  $100,000 
June Maxey Estate (pending):     $60,000 
Get Away 2012 Goal (projected) :        $50,000 

World Class Scholar Endowment 
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Permission from the State Attorney General’s office was 
granted recently so that all scholarship funds held by the 
College could be legally transferred to the GHC Foundation. 
While it appears to be a bookkeeping process, the actual 
transfer required considerable effort on the part of Barbara 
McCullough, interim Vice President for Administrative Services. 
Because of her efforts, approximately $1.2 million will be 
added to the general scholarship fund of the GHC 
Foundation. 

“Several of these scholarships date back many, many years, 
before the Foundation had an official tax ID number and for 
tax advantages the College was the most appropriate recipient 
at that time,” Barbara McCullough explains. “It is very 
appropriate now that the Foundation handle these 
scholarships, as this will consolidate the College’s endowments 
within the Foundation, and also will allow a wider range of 
investment options with a potential for higher returns. I am 
glad we were able to work with the Attorney General’s office 
and the transfers will be completed by the end of 2011.” 

All Scholarship Funds now with Foundation 

Weatherwax Support for FYE 
A grant from the Ann Weatherwax Estate has been 
awarded to the GHC Foundation to support the 
Freshman-Year Experience (FYE) program for entering 
GHC students. Laird-Norton TYEE  trust company 
handles the Ann Weatherwax Estate and has offered 
the College Foundation, the Aberdeen Timberland 
Library and the Aberdeen School District annual 
opportunities to present unique funding proposals. 
This  grant, totaling $19,955, helps the College 
continue FYE for the current year, despite severe 
program budget cuts. FYE is currently a required two-
credit course for entering students to thoroughly 
acquaint them with the College process and help 
them become successful GHC students.   
 
According to Diane Smith, the College’s Director of 
Student Success, data indicates that the retention 
rate increases for students completing FYE and there 
is also an increase in the number of college level 
credits earned by FYE students.   
 
Last year, the Ann Weatherwax estate helped fund a 
new light board and other improvements at the 
Bishop Center.  

 

Donations to the GHC Foundation make great gifts!  
Here are some suggestions with varying amounts for 
you to consider:  

Santaõs Wish List for GHC Students: 
 One yearõs tuition for one student       $3514  
 Tuition for one quarter, 1 student        $1045  

 Books for one quarter (average)          $650  
 Student tickets to the Bishop Center      $300     

 Monthly fee for Childcare Center            $85  
 Ticket to the Mystery Getaway            $50  
 Fee for Adult Basic Education classes      $25  
 

Cost of Helping GHC Students Succeed: Priceless  

Help Put the Gift of Education  
Under A Studentõs Tree! 
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A new face around the GHC Foundation office is Amelia 
Mayhew, who recently became an Americorps employee. An 
Ocean Shores resident, Amelia, is completing studies at GHC this 
year, working towards the goal of becoming an Ultrasound 
technician. She graduated from North Beach High School in 
2010 and is a World Class Scholar. As an Americorps person, she 
is working with School-College Relations, Public Relations and 
the GHC Foundation, specifically locating current contact 
information for Choker alumni. Amelia has shared 
responsibilities for this newsletter with Kristina St. Louis. Her 
Americorps stipend is being split between the GHC Foundation 
and the College. 

Welcome Amelia, Americorps Staffer 


