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Phi Theta Kappa Agenda
October 2nd, 2026 


Call to Order: Trisha called the meeting to order at 1:36pm. 



Roll Call: 
· Trisha Hawkins- Present
· Annette Gerchak-Present via Zoom
· Nichole Swisher- Present
· Karen Connelly- Present
· Austin Winkle- Present via Zoom
· Shelly Hoffman- Present
· Deanna Shedley- Not Present
· Present Members: Paige 

Approval of Minutes for September 11th, 2026/Min, 12:04pm-12:58pm: 
Motions to Approve: Karen
 Seconds the Motion: Annette
Motion: Passes unanimously


Approval of Agenda for October 2nd, 2026: 
Motions to Approve: Nichole
Seconds the Motion: Karen
Motion: Passes unanimously

New business:
· No new business

Old Business:
· No Report

Executive Reports:

President: Trisha Hawkins
· Tabling Event for awareness week/HIA/College Project Update/
· Went so well! Got about 40+ new sign ups. This is people that want to be a member, but may not officially be a part of PTK at this time. 

Vice President: Annette Gerchak
· Briefly discuss progress on AI and Artists HIA/Research
· Idea they had for an activity. This could include workshops in the community. Invite artists locally to talk about the effect of AI on their work. 
· Could also have some training on how to be safe online with the development of AI. Perhaps there is someone from IT that can help the community understand. 
· In order to do the workshops, Annette wants to give others the opportunity to give their experiences. Wants to involve people in the community. 

Secretary Nichole Swisher
· No report

Treasurer Karen Connelly
· Financial Report
· There has been no activity. No changes. 

Officer at Large-Vacant Position
· 

Public Relations Austin Winkle
· No report.

Advisor Reports
Deanna:
· No Report
Shelly:   
· Golden Opportunities Scholarships 
· Golden Opportunity Scholarship
· A student that wants to be in PTK but can’t afford the membership. 
· There are 3 scholarships that need to be used by October 14th or we lose them.

· Regional Conference 
· November 21st
· Portland, OR is the location
· Transportation is still undetermined at this time due to advisors.
· This would not be overnight. 
· Participants
· Karen, Nichole, and Trisha want to participate. Paige will consider and let Shelly know. Annette is a Regional Officer and will be attending. 
· Charlie’s Closet
· The 800 building was closed over the summer due to unforeseen circumstances so we were not able to get a work study in there during that time. 
· Did get large donations over the summer and Trisha and Shelly went through it all today. 
· Trisha is hoping to get an expansion to an additional classroom. There is some consideration of an 800 building classroom. This would need to be brought up with administration. 
College Project/HIA: Briefing discuss new progress and research on HIA and Update on College Project. AI and the Artists/ Book Drive
· Karen will talk to the Culinary Arts teacher to discuss helping with the culinary garden. 
· Trisha discussed the book drive. Did not want to take away from TRIOs current drive to collect books for Dolly. 
· Wants to have books available for kids to have in their hands that may not otherwise have them. 
· Annette discussed the HIA project. Still needs to do more research. Annette is leading this project. 
· Trisha wants to work on the research portion this year and possibly work on the action part next year. 
· Shelly mentioned doing something small to complete the action portion this year too. 
· Karen mentioned the research question was a bit big and found it difficult to research it. 
· Thesis statements are being considered now and will be revisited in a future meeting. 
· Themes are still being discussed and will be revisited in a future meeting. 
· Nichole could build little free libraries. 
Comments from the Members: 
· Paige is not currently on campus much. Mostly views PTK information on the website. 
· Trisha and Paige will exchange contact information to be able to involve in activities. Canvas is a good contact point. 
Executive Session:
No Executive Session
Adjournment: Trisha adjourned the meeting at 2:16pm. 
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